THE THIRD REPUBLIC

follows it only after a space of three years, the vanguard is in danger of
being overwhelmed. Being a Frenchman was and will remain a dangerous
business; it is all the more honourable.

Some have asked whether this glorious past and the feeling of obliga-
tion it engenders are not too heavy a burden for France to bear in a dis-
ordered world; 'The French', as they put it, 'find themselves drawn
by their traditions to maintain a way of life beyond their means. . . .'
This would be true if France's influence were merely a function of her
military might but, on the contrary, we have seen that this influence
is above all of the heart and mind. If some international organization
finally becomes firmly established, France will surely play a great part in
it; if this organisation comes to naught, France will surely find another
form of salvation in a more intimate union with her neighbour peoples
and her overseas territories. She should take into account more than she
lias done until now, the new disciplines imposed by the scientific age,
but her past adaptability seems a guarantee of her future successes. It
remains likely that it will be she who will bring forth, in her sorrow,
solutions which tomorrow will make possible the continuance of the
human experiment.
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